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THE PATH TO FREEDOM

Most of us, if we were asked "Does the phrase
'the Ten Commandments appear in the Bible?' would
likely get it wrong, because the answer is"no." "The
Ten Commandments' is a post-biblical, phrase that
developed along with an image of God as police offi-
cer that is not found in today's passage from Exodus.
The first phrase is the key: God is the one who brings
us out of davery; following God's law or commands
isour path to freedom. The moneychangers whom
Jesus drove from the temple were not explicitly
breaking any of the commandments, but neither were
they helping people to find God's path to freedom as
they came to worship at the Temple. Thisis an impor-
tant Lenten lesson for us. We need to stop asking our-
selves whether or not we are breaking specific rules
or regulations and instead examine our livesto see if
we are truly following a path to God's freedom

through Christ.
(c) Copyright, J. S. Paluch Co.
READINGS FOR THE WEEK
Monday: 2 Sm 7:4-5a, 12-14a, 16; Rom 4:13,
16-18, 22; Mt 1:16, 18-21, 24aor
Lk 2:41-51a
Tuesday: Dn 3:25, 34-43; M5 18:21-35
Wednesday: Dt 4:1,5-9; Mt 5:17-19
Thursday:  Jer 7:23-28; Lk 11:14-23
Friday: Hos 14:2-10; Mk 12:28-34
Saturday: Is7:10-14; 8:10; Heb 10:4-10;
Lk 1:26-38
Sunday: 2 Chr 36:14-16, 19-23; Ps 137;

Eph 2:4-10; Jn 3:14-21

Alternate readings (Year A):

1 Sm 16:1b, 6-7, 10-13a; Ps 23;

Eph 5:8-14; Jn 9:1-41[1, 6-9, 13-17,
34-38]

BRINGING PEACE
Keep yourself first in peace, and then you will be able

to bring others to peace,
--Thomas A Kempis

Third Sunday of Lent
March 19, 2006

I, the LORD, am your God...
you shall not have other
gods besides me.

—Exodus 20:2a,3
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Monday, March 20—St. Joseph; Spring begins

3:00pm  PavakisHall Basketball Game

7:00pm  San Lorenzo Ruiz Fil-Am Group

7:30pm  Our Lady of LaVang Viethamese Bible Sharing
Tuesday, March 21

3:00pm  PavalkisHall Basketball Game

6:45pm  Church CM Reconciliation Service
7:30pm  San Lorenzo Ruiz Lay Leadership

7:30pm  Our Lady of LaVang CFC Choir Practice

Wednesday, March 22

4:00pm  San Lorenzo Ruiz Y outh Choir

7:30pm  Our Lady of LaVang Joyful Hearts Choir
7:30 pm  San Antonio de Padua Legion of Mary
Thursday, March 23—St. Toribio de M ogrovejo
3:00pm  PavalkisHall Basketball Game
7:00pm  San Lorenzo Ruiz Y outh/Y oung Adults
7:00pm  San Antonio de Padua Festival Meeting
7:30pm  Lady of LaVang Little Rock Bible Study
8:00pm  Church Music Ministry Practice
Friday, March 24—Abstinence

3:00pm  PavakisHall Basketball Game

6:00 pm  San Lorenzo Ruiz HOLD

7:00 pm  San Antonio de Padua YFC

7:00 pm  Church Stations of the Cross
7:30 pm  Church CFC

Saturday—March 25 = The Annunciation of the Lord
9:00am  Church SJS 2nd Gr. 1st Communion
9:30am  Our Lady of LaVang CM Classes

12:30 pm San Antonio de Padua Jr. Legion of Mary

3:00pm  PavalkisHall Birthday Celebration
Sunday, March 26—Fourth Sunday of Lent

11:00am Our Lady of LaVang Holy Family Choir
12:15pm Our Lady of LaVang Viet. Legion of Mary

TODAY'SREADINGS
First Reading -- God gives the law through Moses
(Exodus 20:1-17 [1-3; 7-8; 12-17])
Psalm -- Lord, you have the words of everlasting life
(Psam 19).
Second Reading -- We proclaim Christ crucified
(1 Corinthians 1:22-25).
Gospel -- Many began to believe in Jesus name
when they saw the signs he was doing (John 2:13-25)
or John 4:5-42 [5-15, 19b-26, 40-42] .
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DAILY MASS INTENTIONS

March 19-25

Sunday 7:30 am Gary Ganaden t
Jeanne Carpentier T

Mary Torres—Birthd -
9:00 am Jose¥a& Thomas Oolgg, Sr. 1 7:00pm .

’Iflau! g Lhoma§|00$a, J.t (6:30 pm on April 7
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Petrick MCC)c/)rmick + which isFirg Friday)
10:45am  Jose Divinagracia, Sr. T

Floro Buenconsejo TT Communal Reconciliation Service (Confession)

Glenn Buencquejo + April 5,2006 6:30 pm—Mother of Perpetual Help

Dionisio Centino™ t Novena

b Buenconsdo T e + 7:00 pm—Reconciliation Service

12:30 pm  Allan & Jean Lorenzo—Thanksgiving
Debbie Abad—Birthday
Merced Fox Adolfo T
Ed Peralta—Birthday
Pedro Lagpacan
Minda Felix—Thanksgiving
Wendy Salaam T

7:00 pm Judith Zamora—Thank_sgiving_

Monday  7:15am Father Joseph Pacquing—Birthday

Tuesday 7:15am Egrg lil/lajazgi(gaerz%s—i(\:ll\(/edd. Anniv. Passion/Palm Sunday, April 9, 2006
?owe,\(/le & EdiJ'Fh Garcia—Anniversary ] 9:00 am Mass & Blessing of Palms Pavalkis Hall
ose Manzo

Wednesday 7:15 Ben Paballa 1 .
nesdady LoAm e Manzo T Monday of Holy Week, April 10, 2006

6:30 pm Ed & Aurora Lorenzo—Thksgivin . : ;
Thursday  7:15 gm Vic Babasa—Thanksgiving soving 7:00pm  Parish Recollection Church
Frid 7:15 am \I]?Oajs*?](';/rl'la/[\%gd-r'l“
rioay : - Tuesday of Holy Week, April 11, 2006
Ch O Birthd . - !
.Jos%r R%an%mf o—Birheay 7:00 pm Parish Recollection Church
Saturday g(l)g am Rosr? Guzman t
: Mi D .
P e e T N Wednesday of Holy Week, April 12, 2006
7:00 pm Bgsrgln n aocFa.\mI)IyT—Thanksguv'ng 6:30 pm Mother of Perp. Help Novena
ZenadaMZJndoza_Si ck 7:00 pm Parish Recollection Church
Sunday—March 26 ,
Sunday  7:30@m __ Jeanne Carpentier t Holy Thursday, April 13, 2006 ,
9:00 am Josefa & Thomas Ooka, Sr. T 7:00 pm Mass of the Lord’s Supper
Paul & Thomas Ooka, Jr. t Benediction
Neri & Henry Blas t ; .
%(ZJ:ggam %),SF Mé\gtzodfr Thanksaivi Procession to Pavalkis Hall
-oU pm Ire ainaig—1nanksgiving Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament
Allan & Jean L —Thk A .
Roé‘Qno Corro OTrenZO Sgvng until midnight at the Pavalkis Hall
7:00 pm Juanita Gaming T
Juliana Abad

Good Friday, April 14, 2006
12:00 noon Live Stations of the Cross

= Seven Last Words
%%" Veneration of the Cross
HI[BEt‘[ n Holy Communion
7:30 pm Good Friday Liturgy
March4& 5 Veneration of the Cross
Sunday Offering $9,554.25 Holy Communion
g\sg gv ﬁdn‘ta.Sday Masses $2,417.00 Holy Saturday, April 15, 2006
hd L-orection . 7:15am Morning Prayer Pavalkis Hall
(CathO“C Educatlon) $2,15950 8:15 pm Easter VigiI Service
First Friday Mass $758.00
Miscellaneous Donations $420.00 Easter Sunday, April 16, 2006
6:30 am Easter Sunrise Service
THANK YOU FOR YOUR (Salubong)

GENEROSITY AND SUPPORT. Regular Sunday Mass Schedule
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SCHOOL HAPPENINGS

ST. JOHN'S WINNERS!
Congratulations* to the 2006 St. John’s
Academic Junior High Decathlon team.

The decathlon team competed against nineteen other
schools in the Diocese of San Jose on Saturday,
March 4, 2006 and did aterrific job! Special recogni-
tion goes out to-

*Marti Peralta*, gr. 8 who placed 1st in Religion
and

*Ariana Kempis*, gr. 8 who placed 2nd in Social
Studies.

We are very proud of you and the other members of
our team who worked so hard to make this event suc-
cessful. The team consisted of the following students:

Sabreen Aulakh AngelaNon
Victoria Cao Marti Peralta
Belinda Carillo Alyssa Perez
Miguel Chuapoco Kendall Romo
Rebecca Fontanilla Amanda Santillan
AngelicaKempis Justin Shauf
Arian Kempis Binh TranTu
Joseph Meregillano Sabrina Victorino
John Nguyen Steven Walker
Nathan Nguyen

STATIONS OF THE CROSS

Please join us for the Stations of the Cross on
Fridays of Lent at 7:00 pm, except on April 7th
which is First Friday. The Stations of the Cross
will begin at 6:30 pm followed by the First Fri-
day Mass at 7:00 pm. This is one way of making
your Lenten sacrifice more meaningful and be
spiritually prepared for Christ’s Resurrection.

“Dear Lord, you are wise and loving.
Come make your home in me.
| want to embrace the

The Parish Lenten Communal Reconciliation Service
(Confession) is on Wednesday, April 5, 2006, at 7:00 pm,
right after the Mother of Perpetual Help novena.

This Lent, let’s say “Yes, Lord!” to all that God wants to do
in our lives. Through the examination of conscience sug-
gested below, let’s ask the Holy Spirit to help us clear
away any obstacles to living fully the life God has planned
for us!

LOVE OF GOD

?Have | loved God above all else, or have | allowed other
things—money, popularity, image, success—to motivate
me and have primary place in my heart?

?Are there areas in my life that | am holding back from
God? Secret parts | don’t want to expose to his light and
his love?

?Have | been faithful in my commitment to prayer and
reading Scripture, to nourish my relationship with God?
?Have | been faithful in honoring the Lord on the Sab-
bath?

?Have | shown disrespect for God’s name by misusing it
in anger or frustration? By hesitating to mention God in
appropriate situations?

LOVE OF NEIGHBOR

?ls there anyone of whom | need to ask forgiveness? Is
there anyone I need to forgive?

?Have | yielded to anger and spoken hurtful or damaging
words? Am | praying for those | consider “enemies”?

?Do | strive for mercy and compassion, or do | hold others
to an unreasonably high standard?

?Do | envy others’ lives or material possessions? Have |
taken what is not rightfully mine?

?Have | cheated or lied? Have | sought to protect my
reputation at the expense of others?

?Do | gossip? Have | failed to keep a secret that should
have been confidential?

?Have | engaged in sexual immorality? Have | tried to
control my thoughts or given in to fantasies or lust? Have |
treated others as objects and not persons valued by God?
?Do | love the poor and do what | can to help, even if it
means sacrifice on my part?

We find it a challenge to spend time this Lent examin-
ing our consciences. There are so many reasons: we’re too
busy to spend so much time looking inward. But if we let
these reasons stop us from spending time with God, we
risk missing out on the greatest fruit of Confession: the
freedom to reach the fullness of God’s intention for us. As
we spend the time contemplating God’s glory and asking
the Holy Spirit to search us and examine us, God will form
our character. When we see how passionately God loves
us, we won’t want to tolerate the sins that keep us from
Him or His plans for us. Instead, we will find ourselves
thinking more like Jesus and choosing to do whatever it
takes to follow Him. He was able to accept His role in
God'’s plan. He was even able to embrace his sufferings,
because He had caught a glimpse of the glorious outcome
God had designed!







